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Reverend and dear Brethren, — 

I should not rightly fulfil the office which binds 
me to you, and to the flock committed to my charge, 
if I were not to endeavour to make you share, so 
far as I am able, in the great events which have 
marked the Eighteenth Centenary of S. Peter’s Mar- 
tyrdom. I need hardly tell you that, next after the 
feeling of joy which filled my mind, as I looked 
upon the assembly of more than half the bishops 
of the world gathered around the throne of the Vicar 
of our Lord, there was nothing more present to me 
than the wish that you could have been eye-witnesses, 
with me, of these great acts of the Church; or, at 
least, that I might be able to convey to you some- 
what of the consolation, confidence, and light which I 
trust they bestowed on me. This I will endeavour 
now to do. But at the outset I must disclaim both 
the intention and the power to set before you any 
adequate picture of the beauty, majesty, and splen- 
dour of those solemnities. I can only say that all was 
proportionate to the greatest kingdom upon earth, the 
Holy Catholic Church. Of all that spoke to the eye, 
therefore, I shall be silent. I could not describe it if 
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I would ; and I leave it to others who have the gifts of 
observation, and memory, and delineation required for 
the task. Some have already written of these great 
solemnities ; others will do so hereafter. I shall con- 
fine myself entirely to that which did not meet the 
eye. I mean the moral significance, and, I may say, 
the moral beauty, majesty, and splendour of the late 
events in Rome. 

The first thought which arose in my mind was 
the contrast of the spectacle displayed on the 
Janiculum eighteen hundred years ago, and the 
solemnity then before me in S. Peter’s. On the day 
of the martyrdom of the Apostle, the people of Rome 
hurried with rude and cruel curiosity across the 
Tiber. A multitude of faces, distorted by hate and 
passion, surrounded the cross of Peter. There, tra- 
dition says, he hung head downwards in shame and 
agony. The other day, pastors and faithful from 
all the world came up to his tomb on the same 
Janiculum, and surrounded in loving veneration the 
throne of his successor. In this victory of the Cross, 
and in the perpetuity of the victory, there is the hand 
of God revealed. No human power could so change 
the will in man. 

Although I feel it impossible to describe the events 
of those days, nevertheless there are five acts so 
marked in their character that I may at least enume- 
rate them : 

First, was the Procession on the Festival of Corpus 
Christi, in which the Sacrament of our Lord’s Pre- 
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sence was borne in the hands of His Yicar, attended 
by half the episcopate of the Catholic Church : 

Secondly, the Consistory, in which the Sovereign 
Pontiff announced his intention to convene an (Ecu- 
menical Council: 

Thirdly, the eighteenth Centenary of S. Peter’s Mar- 
tyrdom, held over the tomb of the Apostle. The 
splendour and beauty of that solemnity was probably 
never equalled. It was royal and pontifical in all the 
fulness of majestic grandeur. 

Fourthly, was the Feast of S. Paul in his Basilica out 
of the walls, where the relics of the Apostle of the 
Gentiles are enshrined. This Basilica, which for grace 
and beauty surpasses S. Peter’s as much as it is sur- 
passed by S. Peter’s for majesty and grandeur, was 
once under the protection of the kings of England. 
Since the unhappy schism of our country, no pro- 
tector has been named. S. Paul’s still awaits a 
happier time. 

Lastly, on the following day, the Holy Father gave 
audience to the bishops, to receive from them the 
Address or Response, in which they united them- 
selves in heart and mind to their supreme Head. The 
gravity and moral grandeur of that act we shall endea- 
vour to estimate hereafter. When the address had 
been read, and when the Holy Father was about to 
bestow the Apostolical benediction and bid farewell 
to the bishops, the Angelus of noon sounded. He 
rose, and began the Angelical Salutation, half the 
bishops of the world responding. Such a Salutation 
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was, perhaps, never before offered to the Mother of 
God on earth. At Ephesus there were four hundred 
and thirty bishops, but the Vicar of her Divine Son 
was not there. So, simply and grandly, ended the 
Centenary of 1867. 

There was, however, one other event over which 
I cannot pass in silence. The 17th of June was 
the anniversary of the Pope’s creation. After the 
Mass in the Sistine, the Holy Father went to unvest 
in the Pauline Chapel. The Cardinal Vicar, in the 
name of the Sacred College, made the usual address 
of congratulation, ending with the words that they 
wished the Holy Father ‘health and many years to 
see the peace and triumph of the Church.’ His 
Holiness immediately answered, in words which, 
unfortunately, were not taken down ; but as nearly 
as possible they were as follows : - — ‘I accept 
your good wishes from my heart, but I remit their 
verification to the hands of God. We are in a moment 
of great crisis. If we look only to the aspect of 
human events, there is no hope ; but we have a 
higher confidence. Men are intoxicated with dreams 
of unity and progress ; but neither is possible 
without justice. Unity and progress based on pride 
and egotism are illusions. God has laid on me 
the duty to declare the truths on which Christian 
Society is based, and to condemn the errors which 
undermine its foundations. And I have not been 
silent. In the Encyclical of 1864, and in that which 
is called the Syllabus, I declared to the world the 
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dangers which threaten Society, and I condemned the 
falsehoods which assail its life. That act I now con- 
firm in your presence, and I set it again before you 
as the rule of your teaching. To you, Venerable 
Brethren, as Bishops of the Church, I now appeal to 
assist me in this conflict with error. On you I rely 
for support. When the people of Israel wandered in 
the wilderness, they had a pillar of fire to guide them 
in the night, and a cloud to shield them from the 
heat by day. You are the pillar and the cloud to 
the people of God. By your teaching you must 
guide the faithful in the darkness ; by your example 
you must shield them from the burning sun of this 
world. I am aged and alone, praying on the moun- 
tain ; and you, the Bishops of the Church, are come to 
hold up my arms. The Church must suffer, but it will 
conquer. “ Preach the word ; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, entreat, rebuke with all patience 
and doctrine. For there shall be a time ” — and that 
time is come — “when they will not endure sound doc- 
trine.” The world will contradict you, and turn 
from you; but he firm and faithful. “For I am even 
now ready to be sacrificed, and the time of my dis- 
solution is at hand.” “ I have,” I trust, “ fought a good 
fight,” and “have kept the faith and there is laid up 
for you, and I hope for me also, “ a crown of justice, 
which the Lord, the just Judge, will render to me at 
that day.” ’ The power and emotion with which 
these words were spoken moved every one who heard 
•them. 
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There is, perhaps, hardly any Pontiff who has 
governed the Church with more frequent exercises of 
supreme authority than Pius the Ninth. The creation 
of Hierarchies, the definition of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, the declarations on the Temporal Power, the 
condemnations in the Encyclical of 1864, manifest, in 
a singular degree, the plenitude of his supreme office 
as the Ruler and Doctor of the Universal Church. 
Nevertheless there is, perhaps, no Pontiff who has 
united the whole episcopate so closely to himself, or 
has called them so often to his side. In 1854 the 
bishops were invited to assist at the declaration of 
the dogma, for which the whole Church had so long 
waited with desire. Two hundred and fifty as- 
sembled about his throne in witness of the faith of 
the Universal Church in the Immaculate Conception 
of our Blessed Mother; and bore home to their flocks 
the pious belief of their hearts as an article of faith 
defined by the Vicar of her Divine Son. 

Again, in 1862, when the conflict of the temporal 
power was at itshighest, Pius the Ninth proclaimed 
the canonisation of the martyrs of Japan, and invited 
the bishops once more to Rome. About two hundred 
bishops obeyed his bidding, and, in words never to be 
forgotten, united themselves to him in the conflict he 
had so long sustained for the rights and liberties of 
the Holy See ; which are the rights and liberties of 
the Universal Church. 

And now a third time he has summoned the 
bishops of the whole world. You will alL remember 
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when the intention was first made known. It was 
when the two years of the Convention were expiring ; 
when all human help was departing from him, and 
men thought the time was come for the downfal of 
the temporal power. The French armies were 
to be withdrawn in December 1866. Then it was 
that the Holy Father invited the bishops of the 
world to surround him in Rome in June 1867. Men 
of the world counted it to be madness. While they 
were prophesying revolution, anarchy, and I know 
not what, the Holy Father, with calm confidence in 
God, began to make preparations for celebrating the 
Centenary of S. Peter’s Martyrdom over the tomb 
of the Apostle. The event has justified his confi- 
dence, and taught a lesson both to the world and to 
ourselves : to us, that we be more courageous, and to 
the world, that it be less pretentious in its prophecies. 
It has manifested, with an evidence which no one has 
dared to deny, the life and the power of the Catholic 
Church. We had been listening to daily discourses 
on the decline and fall of the Church as a power 
among the nations. At the moment when men were 
exchanging gifts and congratulations, as they be- 
lieved, over its dead body, the Head of the Church 
spoke, and the bishops, literally from the four winds 
of heaven, assembled round him. It was not a com- 
mand, it was not even an injunction ; it was a simple 
invitation, an expression of his wish. Five hundred 
bishops, with a multitude of the priesthood and 
faithful of the Church, came up from north, south, 
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east, and west, over land and sea, to the Suc- 
cessor of S. Peter, There were bishops from China, 
and the far east of Asia ; from California, and 
the far west of America ; from the far north of 
Tartary, and of Canada; from Australia and the 
islands of the Southern seas. There were present 
the chief pastors of at least thirty races and na- 
tions. No voice but one in all the world could 
have called together such an assembly — the voice 
of the successor of Peter, to whom the whole world 
was committed, of the Vicar of Him to whom 4 all 
power in heaven and on earth is given/ 

It is not, then, in the majesty and splendour which 
meets the eye that the magnitude and grandeur of 
this event is to be measured. Taken only as a demon- 
stration of moral power, and of the superiority of 
the moral over the material order of the world, the 
assembly in Rome at this moment, in the face of all 
menace of wars and of revolutions, has surely a signi- 
ficance far wider and deeper than any event in our 
times. More than this : no event, since the last General 
Council was closed, has manifested so luminously to 
the intellect, and, I may say, so palpably to the 
sense, the unity, universality, unanimity, and autho- 
rity of the only true Church on earth. I am not 
only bound, but glad, to acknowledge the truthfulness, 
justice, and candour of those who, though not of the 
Catholic Church, have written from Rome the de- 
scription of what they saw. With one or two 
exceptions, not worthy of notice, their narratives 
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have been honourable, manly, and straightforward. 
Certainly the late events in Rome ought to awaken 
in any Christian heart a noble and a generous sym- 
pathy. They were an exhibition of the Christian 
Faith and Church in acts of Divine worship, and of 
charity to all mankind, divested of every accent of 
controversy. Whosoever believes in Christianity 
and desires the spread of the kingdom of our Divine 
Lord upon earth, must have a sympathy in the great 
assembly of the Church the other day. Even those 
who are separated from the Catholic and Roman 
Church recognise it as the great foundation of 
Christendom. They who reject parts of its doctrine 
hold the Creed of the Apostles, which it has guarded 
from the beginning ; they who rest their faith upon 
Councils, Fathers, and Scriptures, know that the cus- 
tody of all these is ultimately in the Catholic Church. 
They who repose their Christianity upon the testi- 
mony and facts of history, know that the last and 
highest witness for the Christian revelation, in its 
succession and even in its origin, is the Catholic and 
Roman Church. It is impossible, therefore, that 
they can look without sympathy upon this majestic 
demonstration of its indefectible life and immutable 
identity. 

It may without exaggeration be said, not only 
that, since the Council of Trent, no such manifestation 
of the unity and universality of the Church has 
been seen, but that the eighteen years of interrupted 
and lingering toil of that Council in a valley of the 
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Tyrol never exhibited at any time such a demon- 
stration of the world-wide organisation and central 
authority of the Church as these last three weeks in 
Rome. Trent is not the tomb of the Apostle. 
Legates presided there: here was the Vicar of our 
Lord in person. At the Council of Trent, hardly a 
hundred bishops were present : on the Centenary 
of S. Peter’s Martyrdom, five hundred bishops of the 
Church surrounded the throne of his successor. 
But it may be said that the Centenary was but a 
pageant : the Council of Trent is a power, which for 
three hundred years has governed the Church. This 
is most true : nor can three days be compared with 
three hundred years; nor a Canonisation and a few 
Allocutions be weighed against eighteen years of 
supreme authority in defining the faith and legislating 
for the Church. Let us compare, therefore, this 
great Pontifical act only with the visible manifesta- 
tions of Trent ; and it will be within the bounds of 
moderation to say that neither the opening nor 
the closing of that Council so drew to itself the 
eyes of the whole world, nor so reflected the unity 
and universality of the Church, as this Centenary. 

But if it would be unreasonable to compare 
these few days of festival in Rome with eighteen 
years of legislation in Trent, it would be equally 
unreasonable, and most superficial, to estimate the 
moral significance of this Centenary by the cere- 
monies and solemnities of those three weeks. This 
event may be taken, I believe, to be the opening of 
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a new period, and to contain a future which may 
reach over centuries : and it is to this I would call 
your thoughts. 

And first, this solemn celebration of the anni- 
versary of S. Peter’s Martyrdom has in it a con- 
fession of faith, which must exercise a powerful action 
both upon the Church and the world. 

The words of our Divine Master, ‘ Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my Church,’ never 
yet received a more majestic interpretation. They 
are blazoned round the dome which hangs above his 
sanctuary. But the other day, the reality which they 
prophesy was there. The bishops of the Universal 
Church assembled round his tomb. There they were, 
resting upon him as the rock and foundation of their 
power throughout the world. Fathers, doctors, and 
Councils have, in all ages, saluted Rome as the Chair 
of Peter; but here, in honour of his martyrdom 
and of his successor, five hundred bishops came from 
the farthest regions of the earth to declare their faith 
in the Divine centre of the Catholic unity, and their 
vital adherence to it. The words of antiquity seemed 
to be impersonated. S. Cyprian’s axiom of unity 
was there visible ; ‘ There is one God, and one Christ, 
and one Church, and one Chair founded upon the 
Rock ( super Petram ) by the voice of the Lord.’ * ‘ To 
manifest unity, He has ordained by His authority 
that unity should take its rise from one [ Apostle]. ’f 

* S. Cypr. Epist. xl. ad Plebem, &c. Ed. Baluz. 

f De Unit. Eccl. Opp. p. 195. 
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